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r ra sis LisT MAGAZi 
REMARKS ON DR. D\NIEL DANA’S* 
SERMON. 

Delivered at the Ordination of Rev. K. Tau- 
sor as pastor of the Presbyterian Church and 
Society in Nottingham West, N. H. From 
this Sermon there are several selections or ex- 
tracts on some of the most important doctrines 
which distinguish Orthodoxy from what is call- 
ed, in these times, liberal or rationa) Christian- 
ity, in the New Hampsnire Reposirory of A- 
pril ist, 1826. Some friend has politely sent 
me this paper, having taken care to direct my 
attention to the before mentioned extracts, 
which suggests to me that some remarks on the 
Rey. Dr’s reasonings would be acceptable to a 
reader of the Magazine ; and although the ex- 
tracts present nothing new, nor any thing which 
has not become rather stale, as a subject of 
controversy, it is very possible that some profit 
may arise from labor thus bestowed. 

The subjects on which the extracts treat are 
Homan Depravity; Rectneration$ Dr 
vine Sovereignty; Evrernat Execrion, 
AnD ATONEMENT OF CuristT. 

By what appears in the paper which con- 
tains these extracts, it is understood that the 
Dr. contended that orthodoxy, in relation to 
the several subjects above stated, is in unison 
with the dictates of sober reason, which he al- 
so undertakes to make apparent. 

There is one most capital fault, which seems 
too apparent in these extracts, not to have been 
visible 10 the learned divine, and even to the 
most moderate capacity of his hearers. I 
mean the fault of substituting his own unquali- 
fied assertions in place of argument. But as it 
respects his first topic, it isa fact, that in room 
of maintaining any thing for Human depravity, 
which the opposers of orthodoxy pretend to 
deny, the Dr. has yielded the whole subject in 
debate ; and without seeming to know it, has 
placed human depravity exactly on the. ground 
which the opposers of orthodoxy have ever 
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* OF Londonderry, N. H. 


maintained, as the following will show ; “ The 
doctrine implies that mankind, as a species, are 
alienated from God, as their sovereign Lurd 
and chief good; that they habitually viclate 
his commands, and habitually seek their happi- 
ness in objects interdicted and unsatisfying, 
polluted and polluting.” There may be some- 
thing inconsistent with itself, in this quotation 5 
but it seems impossible not to see that the 
statement isa direct denial of the doctrine of 
total, native depravity ; because a being ‘hus 
depraved could not fall into habits which would 
be polluting ; it being impossible to pollute 
sition itself. Who among those who have 
opposed the orthodax notion of total depravity, 
ever pretended that we are not liable to be pol- 
luted by sinful habits ? But dges it at all serve 
the cause of the orthodox doctripe to consend 
that sinful) practices are of a teydency to pol- 
lute the sinner ? If we are totally depraved 
when first introduced into existence, what daur- 
ger cap there be of our becoming volluted ? 


But perhaps it will be said, that the Dr. stat- 
ed that “ mankind, as a species, are alienated 
from God,” &c. and therefore must have meant 
that map is radically sinful in his nature, when 
first born into the world. Why then, it will he 
natural to ask, does he represent cur sinful hab- 
its as polluting us? Furthermore it is worthy 
of notice, that the Dr, states that those objects 
which were of a polluting tendency are unsatis- 
fying to man. But if man be radically evil, 
why does not evil satisfy him? Sober reason, 
agreeably to which the Dr. professes to argue, 
supposes that whatever is in unison with nature 
satifies it. The fowl of every wing, being nat- 
urally constituted to live in the air, are satisfied 
with their element, as is the fish with the water, 
in which it was constituted to live. If, there- 
fore, there be any such being in the universe, 
who is totally depraved, that is, wholly sinful, 
by nature, can reason see why sin should not 
completely satisfy such a being. It may re- 
flect light on this subject to ask whether perfect 
holiness is not perfectly satisfactory to a per- 
fectly holy being ?:The answea must be in the 
affirmative. Then it is reasonable to conclude 
that unholiness would perfectly satisfy the de- 
sire of an entirely unholy being. 


In a manner peculiar to writers, who depend 


on a mere gloss for argument, the Dr. refers 
to legislation, and our observation on passing 
events &c. to prove the doctrine of human de- 
pravity But should he know that his mode 
of reasoning, in this instance, further vindicates 





the opinions which are opposed to orthodoxy: 
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for if those views, against which our penal codes 
are designed as barriers, are used to prove 
man’s depravity, the contrary virtues, which 
are certainly as numercns, and vastly more 
prevalent, are, to say the least, equal proofs 
of man’s moral rectitude and purity. 

REGENERATION 

Is the next subject. And the Dr. foundsits 
hecessity on the depravity ofman. He says; 
“Hatred will not transmute itself to love,— 
Sinners wi}l not convert themselves to saints.— 
Jus: aswell might we expect to see the wolf, 
or ‘he lion assume the nature of the lamb or the 
dove.” Let it be remembered that the Dr, is 
laboring te make his subject accord with rea- 
son But how well he succeeds let reason judge. 
“ Hetied will not transmute itself to love.” 
What does our learned divine mean by this as- 
sertion ? He means that the sinner, who is to 
be converted, is hatred, radically, And as ha- 
tred will not transmute isself to love, it is proof 
the: si-ners will not convert themselves te 
svi: s. What then will *eonvert sinners to 
saints? Answer, the divine influence. But 
does the divine influence transmute hatred to 
love ? If this be the case, hatred must be very 
precio:'s inthe sight of God. Whatever the 
divine influence can effect, it can effect with- 
om any expense. Therefore if it can trans- | 
mute hatred to love, hatred is as valuable in | 
the sight of the divine Being as is love, for he 





can transute all the hatred in the universe to 


° . | 
love! It seems more consistent with reason to | 


suppose that one whose heart is exercised | 
with hetred, may be convinced that his hatred | 
is occasioned by erroneous views, and being ene | 
lighten:-d, feel his hatred subside, and love be- 
come the passion of his heart. 

Again. let reason judge of the propriety of 
saying that we miplit as well expect to see the | 
wolf cr the lion assume the nature of the lamb, | 
or the deve, as that sinners should convert 
themselves tosaint. AJl divines allow that 
conversion consists in repentance, towards 
God, «nd faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. Is 
it ther reasonable to say that a wolf, or a lion 
can as easily assume the nature of the lamb, or 
the dove, asa sinner can repent of his sins and 
believe in Christ! If Dr. Dana says this, will 
he inform us of the rationality of exhorting sin- 
ners 1» repent and believe in the gospel? If 
his statement be rational, is it not just as rea- 
sonabl: to exhort wolves and lions to become 
lem! s «nd doves, as to exhort sinners to repent 
and belive in Jesus? But he not cnly exhorts 
sinners to repent and believe, but threatens 
them with everlasting condemnation if they do 
not comply ! 

Fut perhaps it will be said, that what the Dr. 
means is, that sinners cannot repent and be- 
lieve unless assisted by the divine influence.— 
We u:k in our turn, who among those, who 
oppose orthodoxy, ever pretended, that ihe di- 
vine influence was necessary to the conversion 
ofsinners’?, or who among them have ever be- 





'suasion, tais human reason and eloquenc 


lieved that the divine influence is not alway 
granted in the moral requirements which 2 
enjoined ? 

To prove the necessity of the divine ing. 
ence, in manner and degree, maintained by or. 
thodoxy, the preacher says; “Let the appeal 
be made to facts. For how many thousands 
of years have the powers of moral suasion, of 
human reason and eloquence been employed 
to subdue the vices, and banish the crimes of 
man. And with what effect ? human depravi. 
ty has laughed at these puny and powerless 
weapons.” Here let reason say if the learned 
Dr. could have more completely refuted him. 
self. Has not the divine influence, for which 
he contends, been employed as many thousands 
of years “ to subdue the vices and banish the 
crimes of man? And with what effect?” What 
further does the Dr.’s argument say ? It says; 
“ Human depravity has laughed at these puny, 
and powerless weapons !” If vices and crimes 
were now known in the world only by the his. 
tory of former times, and the question should 
be agitated, among moral philosophers and di- 
vines, what had produced so happy a change 
in mankind? would any one have a right to 
say, that “moral suasion, human reason and el. 
oquence” had rendered this cause no assistance 
Or would orthodox divines have a right to 
say, that the divine influence, without the 
means of moral suasion, human reason and 
eloquence, had, in some unknown mysieriow 
manner effected this change ?_ In one word, 
would not such assumption leave the subject 
undecided by any thing like sound reasoning? 

But if our orthodox brethren are really de 
sirous of giving indubitable proof of the insufi- 
ciency of all moral suasion, human reason and 
eloquence in the work of man’s reformation; 
and of the efficacy of what they are pleased to 
call divine influence, in subduing the vices, and’ 
banishing the crimes of man, let them set be- 
fore the public a sample. Let us see the or 
thodox divines, and all such as they believe to 
be christianized by the divine influence, holy 
beings destitute of vices and crimes, free from 
pride and ambition, free from avarice and cov 
etousness, free from falsehood and deceit; or it 
this be requireing too much, let us see that they 
are really more holy than others, and we shall 
certainly allow such poof far greater weight, 
than we are willing to allow mere fallacious ap* 
peals and empty assertions. 

It seems reasonable to ask the Rev. Dr. what 
he wishes us to undurstand by the question in 
his “ appeal to facts?” He asks; “ For how 
many thousands of years have the powers 0! 
moral suasion, of human reason and eloquence 
been employed to subdue the vices, and to ban- 
ish the crimes of man. And with what effect?” 
Does he mean that “moral suasion, humat 
reason and eloquence have been so long str 
ving to subdue the vices, and to banish the 


‘crimes of man,” and yet will he contend that 


there is nothing but depravity in this moral 
ef- 
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¥f these properties are in fact nothing but de- 
pravity, how comes it to pass that they have 
been so long employed in “ sabduing the vices 
and in banishing the crimes of man ?” 

DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY 

Comes next. And whatthe Dr. means by 
it may be uriderstood by the following ; “ But 
why should it be bestowed on some and not on 
others ? (That is salvation.) We reply; If 
the salvation of some rendered the condition 
of others more unhappy than it otherwise would 
have been, the distinction might seem either 
unjust or unkind, But this isnot the fact. And 
surely the Sovereign of heaves and earth may do 
what he will with his own. When mortals 
have favors to impart, they claim to impart 
them to whom they please. And shall this 
right, so indisputable and undisputed as it re- 
gards men be impiously devied to the God of 
heaven?” The Dr. has used other forms of 
argument, on this subject, none of which ap- 
pear to have greater stress laid on them than 
this. 

Let reason examine this argument. A mor- 
tal, says the Dr. himself, has a favor to bestow. 
He has an undoubted right 10 bestow it on 
whom he pleases. Two needy persons apply 
for the favor. He makes his selection and be- 
stows it on one; the other departs destitute.— 
Who has any reason to find fault? But let the 
case be varied. Suppose the Dr. could, with- 
out any inconvenience to himself, so have man- 
aged his favor as to effect a complete relief for 
both those needy persons ; so that both could 
have derived as ample favor from it as one only 
could ; things being so circumstanced, would 
itbe right for him to give it exclusively to one, 
and neglect the wapts‘of the other 2 No sure- 
ly, reason would condemn his partiality, and 
reprehend his cruelty! How unhappy is it for 
. this divine t6 approach the sacréd precincts of 
humanity, with the abominable idol of ortho- 
doxy! There is not ajmortal man so deprav- 
ed ina circle of society as toact with such par- 
tiality and such cruelty as this Dr. of divinity 
attributes to out Father in Heaven ! 

What the Dr. says about Eternal Election 
and the Atonement of Christ amounts to no 
= argument than what has been consider- 
ed. 

A remark or two, however may be submit- 
ted to the reader, on those topics. To show 
how little the Dr. regards consistency we will 
bring two passages together. When reason- 
ing, as he would call it, on the sovereignty of 
God, he says, “ And what ifhe be pleased to 
bestow his precious and undeserved salvation 
upon some of the least promising of the human 
family,—say, if you please, some of the vilest 
and guiltiest? Shall this excite, in those who 
witness such displays of sovereignty, such as- 
tonishing forms of mercy, proud murmurings, 
or humble and grateful adoration?” But when 
speaking on the subjeet of Eternal Election, 
he says ; “ But while we thus assert the doc- 
trine of election, we utterly disdain the crade 





and false and dangerous conceptiuns which are 
often connected with it. We deny that it rep- 
resents the Most High as bestowing the bliss of 
heaven on a few favorites, to the exclusion of 
others as good as themselves.” In the first 
sentence it is the evident design of the preach- 
er, to humble us under a sense of the diviue 
Sovereignty, acting, as he says, “on _princi- 
ples which elude all our researches, and baffle 
all our calculations.” And hore he fearlessly 
states, that the most unpromising, tho vilest and 
guiltiest of our race are the subjects of sove- 
reign salvation ; but in the last sentence, it is 
evident that he had another object in view, and 
that was to guard against the objection, which 
all reasonable peuple have agains! the doctrine 
of partial election, and this object led him to 
state a direct contradiction to what he stdied 
when treating on the divine Sovereignty. 

On the subject of the Atonement of Christ, 
the Dr. has prostrated the whole scheme of 
orthodoxy relative to this section of doctrine. 
The following is his statement: “ Nor were 
the substitution and vicarious sufferings of the 
Saviour in any view incongruous or unnatural, 
In the course of human life, which is no other 
than the course of providential dispeusations 
to man, the innocent are evntinually suff+ring 
for the guilty; and thousands of individuals are 
every day partaking the most important bene- 
fits, through the interposition of others. Vi- 
carious interference is the grand medium thro’ 
which the principal enjoyments, blessings and 
deliverances of the present life are received.” 
I will not inquire why a Dr. of divinity should 
call those sufferings, which the American pat- 
riots endured for the purpose of obtaining the 
ray fen of the United States, vicarious ; 
but I venture to assert that he will find no pro- 
fessed christian, whois oppused to orthodoxy 
generally, who does not believe that the suff-r- 
ings of Jesus Christ were beneficial to tlte 
world in this congruous and natural way. 

H. & 


——_ 
“MY FATHER ISA THE HELM.” 


While a ship and its crew were contending 
with the perils of the deep, and the hearts of 


the bravest began to shrink before the increas | 
ing dangers, and pale dismay and wild despair 
threw the multitude on board into the most 
fearful disorder, a young lad who appeared 
calm, unmoved and destitute of the least token 
of fear, was asked by one of the frightened, why 
he was carleless of danger and why he did not 
fear when a watery grave appeared so nigh and 
inevitable? The youth in the utmost assur 
ance and confidence of perfuct safety replied, 
pointing as he fearlessly tarned his eye towards 
the helmsmaa, “ my Father is at the holm.” — 
Such confidence und faith the youth possessed 
in the skill and wisdom of his experienced fa- 
ther that he feared no danger while he knew, 
that he presided at the helm to rule and govern 
the vessel. As a ship amid the roaring waves 
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and ‘riving storms, so appears the despised 
cause in which the believers in universal grace 
are embarked. But we trust in God, therefore 
we fear no danger—our Heavenly Father pre- 
sides at the helm, and we rely on him to govern 
and defend our cause. The winds of ignorance 
may drive—the storms of prejudice may beat— 
and the floods of persecution may roll and roar 
but all their strife is vain, for our Father in 
Heaven is still our guide and help, and he can 
say to the raging elements, and to the proud 
waves, thus far shalt thou come and no further, 
By this Fether of the spirits of all flesh, shall 
theark of safety to which we have fled, be up- 
borne and guided like Noah’s ark over a world 
of waters : Nor shall its progress be stayed un- 
til with the whole family of mankind whom it is 
destined to transport from earth to heaven, it 
Shall rest upon the mountain of the Lord, whose 
sublime summit shall endure in eternal stability 
over the ruin of a desolated world. How firm 
must be the faith and how strong the confidence 
of those who with an eye of faith behold their 
Heavenly Father at the helm of this glorious 
cause which is moving along to so happy and 
perfect a termination. Seeing then we have 


such hope, we use great plainness of speech— 
Brethren are we not determined to keep the 
faith—to fight a good fight—to finish our course 
with joy, and in eur attachment to the cause 
which we feel is the cause of God to leave on 
our dying breath to those who survive us, an 


exhortation to continue immoveable and stead- 
fast in the cause. Why should it be surren- 
dered while our Father in heaven is at thé 
helm to govern and defend it and those engag- 
ed therein from danger? Why should it be 
deserted for the leaky barks fabricated by men 
to transport them to heaven by their own wis- 
dom and works ?>— Candid Examiner. 
From the Universalist Magazine. 

MISSIONARY BEGGING, 

The New Hampsniae Repository, of March 4th 
1826, some friend has sent me directing my a tention 
toa lenghthy piece. having the following head : 

Prize’ Tract. 

The duty of professors of Religion, to con- 
secrate their property to spread the Gospel.— 
By Rev. Daniet A. Ciark. 

Who my friend is, who sent me this paper, 
1 know not, but have no doubt he desires that 
some remarks onthe Rev. Gentleman’s argu- 
ments be published in the Magazine. Wheth- 
er any thing like reasoning on such subjects is 
of any benefit, itis rather doubtful. People 
who make a proper use of their reason cer- 
tainly do not need to have the ‘nconclusiveness 
of such arguments poiuted out; and those 
whose piety is at variance with reason are not 
likely to be benefited by arguments which rea- 
son dictates. 

I will, however, submit a few queries _rela- 
ting to some of the reasons which Mr. Clark 
offers to prove that christians ought to conse- 


crate their property to Missionary purpose, 

The first reason that he offers is, that «44, 
earth as the Lord’s and the fulness thereof.” 
And he proceeds to show that all things abso. 
lutely belong to God, by the fact that we arp 
possessed of nothing thag we are sure of holdin 
for any length oftime. As these principlesare 
evidently correct, the writer felt sure that his 
inference would be supported by them; by 
who, that allows reason to have any voice in the 
case, can avoid seeing that his inference has 
no proper relation to his premises? For jp. 
stance, suppose [ undertake to prove that the 
people of this city ought to place the whole of 
their estates at my disposal, in order to assigt 
me in bearing the expenses of the divine Spir. 
it across the ocean, to India, that its holy oper. 
ations may be carried on in the hearts of those 
whom I call heathen; and in orderto prove 
this, I state that “ the earth is the Lord’s and 
the fulness thereof.” Would any one deny the 
truth of the reason which I offer? No. But 
would any one believe that I had proved what 
I undertook to prove? No: but gany would 
believe that I was either insane or blasphemous. 
ly perverse. But I continue to expostulate 
with the people, who withhold their property, 
and I tell them that they have nothing that they 
are certain of possessing to-morrow, and there. 
fore they ought to give all they have to me, 
for the holy purpose above named ; is theres 
reasonable person in the city who would be 
convinced by such argument ? By no means, 

Let us now go to this writer's premises, and 
see what inference they afford, 

“ The earth is the Lord’s and the fulnes 
thereof. We have wothing to-day that we ar 

sure of possessing to-morrow. 

All this being granted, it follows that Godis, 
already, in possession of all things, and _need- 
eth not that we should give him. It follows, 
that we have nothing to give him. It ishe 
who giveth to us all things richly to enjoy. 

With adesign to frighten people to give 
their property into the hands of the clergy, 
this writer cites the instances of God's destroy- 
ing the old world, burning the cities of tho 
plain, the ruin of ancient monarchies, the des- 
truction of merchandise at sea, &c. &c. and 
| comes to the following conclusion : 

“ Perhaps the aggregate of property, lost 
by the various calamities that God has sent up- 
on this world, would have exactly met the 
claims he made upon its charity.” 

He evidently means that all which God has 
destroyed, by the calamities which he has sent 
on mankind, he so destroyed because people 
withhold it from his service. There is some 
thing here worthy of some query. How hap- 
pens it that the supreme Ruler of the univers¢, 
who is himself a spirit, cannot exert as direc 
and as efficient influence on the minds and dix 
positions of his creatures, as ho does on their 
bodies and on material substances ? It seems 

, that Mr. Clark’s God, with the assistance ofbis 
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oid friend, the devil, can drown the world, can 
burn up cities, raise storms and tempests at sea. 
and destroy property to any amount, can-send 
all manner of plagues on the inhabitaats of the 
earth; but can make no advances towards 
turning their hearts, only by the assistance of 


the clergy, and by them no farther than money | 


bears the expense! If such doctrine be not 
pRIEST CRAFT, then Baal never had a priest on 
the earth. 

If our clergy would be consistent let them 
tell the people, thatthe heathen must all starve 
to death, if we do not send the means into 
their countries of raising provisions : that they 
have so sunshine, no rain, no seed time nor 
harvest ; that itis our duty to send missionaries 
as quick as possible to give those wretched 
people the blessings of life. Has our Creator 
made better provision for the comfort of men’s 
bodies, than he has for their minds? Has he 
provided more amply for temporary enjoy- 
ments, than for our eternal happiness? If this 
be the case, then he has set an example ; and 
who can be blamed for conforming to it 2? 

Mr. Clark aks the question: 
send them the gospel by miracles’? and an- 
swers; “ No.” Whatfolluws? It follows that 


God had rather the heathen shovld all go to | 
hell, than to exert his power to save them ! 
But our clergy are made of tenderer stuff; 
they are willing to do every thing in their pow- 
er to save the poor heathen, if the people will 
them plenty of money! What blessed, 


ind-hearted creatures they are! God has the | 


power to save the heathen, but will not; the 
clergy have the will, but lack the power. 
Which is most worthy to be worshipped ? 
Answer the clergy ; and this worship is what 
they want. This and the money that govs 
with it, are all that they want, H B 


REV. J. WESLEY.—Are our Methodist 
friends willing to espouse the fullowing senti- 


ments from father Wesley’s Creed? If so, | 


they would do well to say no more against Uni- 
versalism, till they have shown, wherein the 
doctrine here advanced, differs from the doc- 
trine of universal holiness and bliss. These ex 
tracts are from Dr. Brown’s history, just pub- 
lished. — Christian Intelligencer, 

In his (Wesley’s) 5th vol. of Sermons, p. 
189, after speaking of the state of the world, 
occasioned by sin, he says, “ It will not be al- 
ways thus; these things are only permitted for 
a season by the Governor of the world, that 
he may draw immense, eternal good out of this 
temporary evil. Thisis the very key which 
the apostle himself gives us in the words above 
recited, God hath concluded them all in unbe- 
lief, that he might have mercy upon all, In 
this view of this glorious event, how well may 
we cry out, * O the depth of the riches both 
of the wisdom and knowledge of God! Al- 
though for a season his judgments were un- 
searchable and his ways past finding out. It is 

‘enough, we are assured of this one point, that 


331 
all these transient evils will issue well—will 
have 4 HAPPY. CONCLUSION, and ‘that ‘ Mercy 
FIRST AND LAST WILL REIGN.” He will never 
intermit the blessed work of his Spirit until he 
has fulfilled atv nis promtses, until he hath 
put a period to sin, and misery, and de@th, and 
re-established universal holiness and happi- 
ness, and caused al: thé inhabitants of the eurth 
to sing together, Hallelujah ! the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth,” &e. 

In page 202, after speaking of the wretched 
and uuhappy state of millions, occasioned by 
sin, he says, “ Miserable lot of such innumera- 
ble multitudes, who, insignificant as they seem, 
are the offspring of one common Father, the 
creatures of the same God of Love! Then 
certainly, like a merciful Father, he will not 
suffer them eternally to perish.” And again, 
in page 203, he adds, “So there will be no 
more sorrow or cryiug. Nay, there will be a 
greater deliverance than all this; for there 
will be no more sin.” And in page 177, after 
speaking of the present awful and wretched 
state of man, he says, “Such is the present 








“ Will God | 


state of mankind, in all parts of the world! 
| But how astonishing is this, if there is a God in 
heaven, and if his eyes are over all the earth ? 
Can he despise the work of his own hand? 
| Surely this is one of the greatest mysteries un- 
der heaven 2 How is it possible to reconcile 
‘this either with the wisdom or gooduess of 
God ?” [Ah, truly, this is just what we say— 
‘that it is impossible] “ And what can give 
ease toa thoughtful mind, under so melan- 
choly a prospect?” [Yes, to think that only 
one fellow-creature will be eternally miserable. J 
“ What but the consideration, that things will 
not always be so ; that another scene will be 
opened, God will be jealous of rs henor, he 
will maintain his own cause. He will judge 
| the prince of this world, and spoil him of his u- 
surpe ‘ dominion. He will giveC hrist the heathen 
, for bis heritance, and the uttermost parts of 
ihe earth for his possession.*** iis decided 
| that the world of mankind shall belong to Cirist, 
| and that Satan shall be casi out, and have no 
| power within the bounds of Chrisi’s kingdom.’ 

And page 171, is on the same subject of th 
deliverance of all .zen from sin and sufferiug— 
“ And death, the last enemy of aman, shall be 
desiroyed at the resurrection.” 

In page 156, he says “Allowing the whole 
creation now groaneth together, under the sin 
of man, our comfort is that it will not always 
groan. The whole cr-atiun shall then be de- 
livered both from moral and natural corrup- 
tion, And the WHOLE RACE OF MANKIND shall 
know, and love, and serve God, aud rei;n with 
him forever,” If the whole race af mankind 
shall love and serve God, then surely all will 
be saved. ~ More full and complete universal 
salvation I never heard preached, or saw write 
ten, by any Universalist, than this of Wesley. 


God is a Spirit: and they that worship him, mus 





worship him in spirit and 10 truth. —Breve. 
. 
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PROVE ALL THINGS, BOLD FAST THAT WHICH !S GOOD 








LIBERALITY. 

Tt has at length become the policy of our oppo- 
nents, to profess to be liberal, friendly and charita- 
ble, towards universalists, and even preachers, who 
have professed, and do yet profess a firm belief in, 
and yield an unqualified assent to, the doctrine of 
endless misery, would fain have the public consider 
them friendly to liberal and rational christianity !— 
There are some ministers, whocarefully abstain from 
preaching against our sentiments, Jest their bearers 
should be offended, and withdraw their support; and 

t would be surprising if there were not others, who 
act a double part, with a view of building up a socie. 
ty and congregation. 

We are not surprised, however, that snch should 
be thecase; for obstinacy itself must acknowledge» 
tbat liberal views are becoming popular; and there 
are gentlemen in our world, who are ever ready to 
take advantage of the times, by changing their mode 
of preaching whenever it is for their interest todo so. 
Those who are more in love with the applause of men 
than the truth as it is in Jesus, will find no difficulty 
in altering their course, whenever it may be expedi. 
ent. But there is one thing connected with this mat- 
ter which is not only surprising, but abselutely de- 
grading to the feelings and character of real univer- 
salists. Itis surprising, that any universalist should 
suffer himself to be duped by the ‘cunning crafti. 
ness” of such pretenders! We are astonished thatany 
who believe in the doctrine af God's impartial grace, 
should harbor the hope, for a moment, that’ secret pro- 
fessions of respect for our cause, are sincere or ser- 
viceable. It was said by an eminent servant of our 
Lord, * 1 am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ ;” 
and are we to consider those our friends, who dare 
not openly avow their belief in our doctrine, and 
cheerfully proclaim it? Or cam we reasonably anti 
cipate any benefit from the pretended liberality of 
such as dare not speak their thoughts through fear 
of becoming unpopular? The inspired word declares 
“the that is not for us, is against us;” and nothing 
can he more evident, than that those who are asham- 
ed of our doctrine, and at the same time inwardly 
approbate it, are far worse than open enemi-s. 

Hypocrisy, is the damning siu of the present age, 
and should be despised and avoided by every sincere 
lover of Christ. And yet it is too often approbated, 
by those who profess to abhor it. Why are so many 
objections raised against “ plainness of speech ?” Why 
80 fany encomiums on the conduct of those who act 
a double part? Yea, whv 1s universalism sometimes 
disgraced by being mingled with a love of the world 
and its vanities? Is not this the answer, to de given ? 
Hypocrisy is the order of the day, and he who prac- 
fises 1t must adroitly, is the most esteemed ! 

Weare told that the unitarians are liberal, and 
friendly towards universalists, and we desire it may 


rages intheend. But we bave much reasog ,) 
, that their friendship goes no farther than ade. 
sire for our destraction leads them. Do they belies 
withus in the restitution ofall things? If 40, 
them be honest and preach it. Do they think our seq. 
timents erroneous! Ifso, le: them honestly Oppose 
us and we will esteem them the better for it! Qy 
episcopal friends, are disposed to be on the side of 
liberal principles, and would have us consider them 
our friends. Butdo they believe our dogtrine? 
If so, why dothey not own and defend it? Are 
they anxious to cultivate our friendship? If so, lg _ 
them meet us on the level. And do they honestly 
dissent from our doctrine ? If so, why are they 
so listless and indifferent about its progress? 

How far does (he friendship of these sects extend), 
Will they forsake father and mother, honses ang 
lands, and contend earnestly for the faith once deliy. 
ered to the saints? Will they forego the pleasures 
of basking in the sunshine of popular favor—will they 
deny themselves, take up their cross, and come over 
to us,—will they dispense with one of their articles of 
faith on our account? No! nota jot, nol e tittle wil 
they do for the advancement of our cause! And 
hence, we have a right to conclude, that their pre 
tended liberality is designed to deceive us! They an 
not our friends: we claim ao particular affinity with 
them! If they desire our esteem, let them prove 
themselves worthy of it. Let them, like honest me 
Oppose, or approbate, the cause we have espoused, 
let them get un “‘ either side the fence,” and we shall 
extend the hand of friendship towards them ;—tili 
then we know them uot. 

The honest epponent is our friend, and we shall 
ever treat him as such; but, away with hypocrisy— 
away with pretended liberality! The honest presby: 
terian, the substantial baptist, the sincere methodist 
we love; but the deceptive, double-minded hypocrite 
weabhkor. They are known, and they are pitied, by 
every lover of sincerity ; and so long as God shall 
give us strength, ability and resolution to expose dur 
plicity, they shall be exposed, in all their naked ugl+- 
ness. 

From the ( Hartford,) Religious Inquirer. 
ON THE MANNER OF HEARING SERMONS, 

The following observations on “ the impos- 
tance of attending witha right spirit upon the 
public worship of God on the Sabbath,” are 
from the Rhode Island Religious Messenger, 
and clearly show the manner in which we 
should hear the gospel preached, and the tem- 
per with which we should listen to the word of 
life. 

Persons have attended the house of God for 
years with little profit, because they have been 
inattentive, partial, or uncandid, and theo 
charged the scriptures, or the ministry, with 
their wasted opportunities for spiritual improve 
ment. This is making one fault excuse anoth- 
er, and censuring those with remisness, Or UD- 
faithfulness in duty, who have well discbarg 





their trust, and who would bave instructed 
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, erage hichers, had they heard with atten- tians would receive profit from the preachin 

ke dri disposition to judge fairly. ‘A ofthe gospel, they must divest themselves of 
minister cannot preach toa sleepy, uncandid, ‘these contracted partialities. There is a beau- 





‘or thoughtless congregation, with any encour- tiful variety apparent in the word of God ; and 


argement of doing good, but must weep and such a variety in the choice of subjects for the 


pray with deep sorrow over the people of his Pulpit, would not be improper. 


charge, seeing that he labors for them in vain, | astly, they should hear with candor—~. 
and that they are dissatisfied with him, because | They should attend, not so much as judges, as 
they are not "reformed and enlightened with- | those who must be judged by the word. They 
out their own exertions. , Should serupulously guard against a fastidious 

While at meeting, they should hear with at-| critical spirit, Those who hear preaching 


tention. ‘The benefit to be derived from a dis-| with such atemper ought not to expect to be 


course depends much upon attention. People | much benefitted by it. How unnatural would 
it is true differ greatly in their power of fixing | it be for a hungry person, instead of 
the attention. Those who possess no power | satisfying his appetite, to crntent hime. 
in this respect over their minds, are likely to self with remarking upon, or finding fauk with 
derive but very little profit from any subject, ; the quality of the food set before him! If the 
however judiciously or impressively it may be general tenor of a discourse be good, candor 
treated. They are subject to such volatility should lead them to overlook smailer imper-. 
of mind, such a wandering imagination, that fections in the matter or elocution of the spea- 
they become the sport of every idle fancy ker. How painful, how dishonorary to God 
which may chance to arise, and thus their at- and ruinous to the soul of those who indulge it,. 
tention is hurried from one thing to another, is this captious, fastidious spirit, which would 
and is never long fixed upon any. But they thus set itself up as an umpire anda judge !— 
arefew, perhaps, of this description; there If people need not religious instraction, why 
are few who might not, if they would, exertsuch repair to the house of God at all? But if they 
a command over their minds, as to fix their at- do, let them attend, not with that temper which 
tention on the subject discussed. It is scarce- would lead themto condemna whole discourse, 
ly necessary, perhaps, for us to observe, how fora word; but with that humble and docile 
unsuitable it is to the place, and how painful to temper which seeks edificatiqn and comfort. 


the feelings of a minister, for any to indulge in ——- 
adrowsy, sleepy frame in ¥° sanctuary of God! | FROM THE CANDID EXAMINER. 
What! have we not houses to eat and sleep As we have frequently been requested to 


in? And shal] we convert the temple of God give the articles of faith believed in by Univer- 
into a dormitory ? It would be well for those salists, we are under the necessity of stating 
who are inclined to this habit,to practice some- that we profess and acknowledge no creed but 
times a little self-denial with respect to the ta- the Holy Bible, which we receive as the guide 
ble ; they would doubtless find by so doing, and rule of our faith and practice ; and separ- 
they would be more wakeful, and their clear- ate from this book, we have not a long list of 
ness of perception much iucreased, articles of faith invented by men. Notwit- 
Christians should hear the word with impar- standing‘we may appear singular from most 
tiality. Weuse the word impartiality in oppo- other sects in this respect, yet we never have 
sition to that partiality which many feel towards desired, like ancient Israel in their pride and 
particular preachers, to the neglect of others, or degeneracy, to have a king like other nations. 
to a particular manner of preaching, or tosome The following articles adopted by the Gener- 
peculiar subject matter of preaching to the ex- al Convention of Universalists, are all we are 
clusion of others. It is wrong to be so partial able to give. They containsome general out: 
to certain preachers that we are scarcely will- lines of the distinguishing sentiments of the 
ing to hear any others ; and equally absurd it is, order. 
perhaps to be so prejudiced in favor ofone mode _— Article 1st. We believe that the scriptures 
of preaching, that if the preacher adoptany oth- of the Old and New Testaments, contain a 
er we are unwilling tohear. The grand de- revelation of the character of God, and of the 
sign of preaching is to exhibit divine truth in duty, interest and final destination of mankind, 
such a way as will at once enlighten the under-' Article 2d. e believe that there is one 
standing, interest the heart and improve the God whose nature is love revealed in one Lord 
life ; now if this design can be sometimes better Jesus Christ, by one Holy Spirit of truth who 
answered, by a written discourse, none ought will finally restore the whole family of man+ 
to be so prejudiced against it, as to be anwill- kind to holiness and happiness. 
ing to hear it, however much a different man-| Article $d. We believe that holiness and 
ner may be preferable. Some wish to hear true happiness are inseparably connected, and 
none but doctrinal discourses, others practical, that believérs ought to be careful to maintain 
and others again would have nothing but ex-. order, and to practice good works: for these 
perimental religion held up. Sach persons | things are good and profitable unto men. 
seem to have their own particular circles; if — 
the preacher continue within these, well, if not,} O give thanks to the Lord; for his meray endat 
they are unwilling to follow him. But if chrie- eth forever, 
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Surcipe.—There were three Suicides: com- 
miited in this city, on Thursday last. One 
wretched old man diowned himself. A young 
nun. laboring under what is called. a religious 
frenzy (strange that there should be any freuzy 
in rehgion) cut his threat from ear to ear, ahd 
died in‘a few minutes. A woman, whether 
young or old, or for what cause we ‘have, not 
Jea:ned, did the same, and shared the same 
fate. Ifwe understand what is meant by re- 
ligious frenzv, it is terror excited in the mina 
of the victim. of the punishment she. or he is 
doomed to treeeive in the next life. The 
young man above mentioned, was continually 
haunied by this horrible anticipation. Such 

ossession had it taken of his mind, that he | 
frequenily fancied that he saw the Saviour with | 
a drawn sword, ready to hew hin to pieces ! 
It is a pity indeed that religion should be se 
badly understood, or so poorly explained, and 
in such cases as to lead to fatal consequences, 
And it would, in some cases, be more to the 
eredit of the heads and hearts of its teachers, 
were they to represent the Deity as a merci- 
fol instead ofa vindictive and malignant be- 
ing. Nothing is more pernicious thap fanatical 
zevl-— nothing more s«lutary than true piety, 
which loves God fir his goodness, venerates 
Hin, for his justice, but does not fear him, be- 
cause of his mercy. “ which endureth torev- 
er. Conversions fou ‘ded'cn fear or terror, 
serve no other purpose, in most cases, but to 
render the convert useless, as well as misera- 
ble. in this life, without affording him any ra- 
tional h pe of the furure. How much more 
beawiiful. captivating and exciting, to deeds of 
virtue, a life of utility and beneficence, is that 
view of the goodness of God, so happily de- 
picted by the Psalmist, when expressing the 
fulness of his confidence in Divine:Grace ; | 
« ‘The: Lord is my shepuard, FT shallmot want. | 
He me«keth me to lie down in greénpastures ; | 
he leadeth me beside the still wateis. He | 
restoreth my soul : he leadeth me in the paths 
of righteousness, for his name’s sake. Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I fear no evil: for thou art with me, 
thy rod and thy staff they comfor’ me. Thou 
preparest a table before me in the presence of 
mime enemies: thou anointest my head with 
oil, my cup runneth, over.. Surely goodness 
and mercy shall follow me all,the days of my 
life, and I will dwell inthe house of the Lord 
for ever.” + If such were the’ views of God’s 
goodness and grace, inculcatedon all o¢casions 
from the pulpit, we should see none hut sound 
converts, and hear of no weak-minded people 
cutting their throats from a sort of religious 
frenzy.” —Alb. Observer. 








Illustration of Luke x. 29. 

Jesus said unto his disciples,—** Behold 1 | 
vive unto you power to tread on serpen's and | 
Z yorr 
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: 
and nothing shall by any aneans burt you.” 
Serpents are generally timid and rua from men. | 


"The chief danger in the day time arises from 


treading on them among the grass; in the 
night time, in paths or roads, in which case 
they bite instantly. 

A scorpion is a\small animal, only a few in- 
ches long, but extremely venemous, --Litile 
danger can arise from treading on them,’ to 9 
person wearing leather shoes; but in’ oriental 
countries, where sandals are worn, which only 
cover the soles of ‘the feet, it must have been 
frequently mortal to tread on the scorpion 
especially among grass Fr a being exposed to 
these dangers, distant journies mast haye ape 
peared very hazardous.—Evan, Mag. 


Mothers.—A pious, intelligent and_faithfy 
mother, is the greatest earthly blessing that g 
merciful providence can bestow ona child, ..[f 
she performs her duty, her offspring will rise 
up and call her blessed. It is evident from the 
biographies of Washington and Dwight, that 
their intellectual, moral greatness, was derived 
from the blessing of heaven on the instruction 
and advice of their mothers, The same is no 
doubt true ef many, if not all the worthies of 
our land, and «he benefactors of our race. 


“ There is no greater weakness than fora 
man to be ashamed of his religion, because ig. 
norant men despise it. Would you be asham- 
ed of the light of the sun, because a company 
of, blind men ridiculeg the idea ot light ?” 


PO: TRY. 














THE TRANSITORY STATE OF 
MAN. 


REFLECTIONS ON 


A beauteous sky to-day is seen, 
A canopy of clouds to-morrow, 
And shorter oft the span between 
Scenes of joy and scenes of sorrow. 


Soft pass the rays of sportive youth, 
The pleasing Jream so fair and fleeting, 
So like the-brilliant summer’s sun, 
Behind the western bills retreating. 


Then age in twilight gray appears, 
Approaching death, so dread and drears 
The end of joy, and end of fears, 
A pleasing sulace to the weary. 


Then what is hfe?—a shadow vain! 
A moment seen and fled forever, 
A myst’ry you cannot explain, 
A thread the passing breeze can seve: 


Take then a restrospective view, 

And let it on thy mind impress, 
This shortly will remain to you,— 

++ A green crave and forgetfulness.” 
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